
December 29, 2020 

 

Honorable Andrew Cuomo Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins  Honorable Carl Heastie  

Governor   Temporary President and Majority Leader Speaker 

Executive Chamber  State Senate     State Assembly 

Capitol    LOB, Room 907     LOB, Room 932 

Albany, NY 12234  Albany, NY 12247    Albany, NY 12248 

 

Honorable Robert Ortt  Honorable William Barclay 

Minority Leader  Minority Leader 

State Senate   State Assembly 

Capitol, Room 315  LOB, Room 933 

Albany, NY 12247  Albany, NY 12248 

 

Re: Evaluating and Eliminating Certain Fossil Fuel Subsidies in the SFY 2021-22 Budget 

 

Dear Messrs. Cuomo, Heastie, Ortt, Barclay and Ms. Stewart-Cousins: 

 

We, the undersigned organizations, urge you to eliminate certain fossil fuel related tax expenditures in the 

SFY 2021-22 budget. As the climate emergency, COVID-19 pandemic, and subsequent financial crisis 

escalate, New York cannot afford to continue subsidizing the fossil fuel industry with hundreds of 

millions of dollars annually. Reviewing and eliminating fossil fuel subsidies is critical to both addressing 

our state’s budget shortfall and combating the climate crisis. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has imposed unprecedented hardship on New York State. Tens of thousands of 

New Yorkers have died, unemployment has skyrocketed, and mental health issues have compounded. At 

the same time, New York State faces an unprecedented $14.5 billion budget deficit. Everyday New 

Yorkers, who are already suffering so greatly, cannot afford to bear the brunt of our fiscal shortfall. 

 

Instead of cutting essential public services, New York must make polluters pay by cutting subsidies to the 

oil and gas industry. New York loses hundreds of millions in tax revenue on fossil fuel related tax 

expenditures every year. These subsidies not only prop up an industry that actively damages New York’s 

environment, but also leave less money for programs that help New Yorkers. 

 

Additionally, the landmark Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act requires New York State 

to achieve carbon neutrality by 2050 and mandates 100% decarbonized power by 2040. Fossil fuel 

subsidies are antithetical to these ambitious climate goals, and eliminating as many of these subsidies as 

possible is critical in forging the clean energy economy of the future. 

 

Since the 1970s, the fossil fuel industry has known the environmental risks associated with the 

combustion of fossil fuels and accurately predicted the timetable in which those changes would occur. 

Avoiding responsibility, the industry used its considerable influence to undermine climate science and 

hire consultants and lobbyists to derail pro-health and environmental reforms. Eliminating as many fossil 

fuel subsidies as possible in the state budget is one simple way to hold polluters accountable. 



 

Ending fossil fuel subsidies alone could save New York hundreds of millions of dollars annually. As New 

York faces a steep budget shortfall due to the COVID-19 pandemic, New York can both save 

money and continue its progress fighting the climate crisis by taking this simple step to end 

nonessential fossil fuel subsidies in the SFY 2021-22 budget.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of our comments. We look forward to working with you this 

budget season.  

 

Sincerely, 

Lindsay Meiman 

US Communications Manager 

350.org 

 

Sara Gronim 

Co-leader 

350Brooklyn 

 

Jordan Dale 

Steering Group Member 

350NJ-Rockland 

 

Dorian Fulvio 

Steering Committee Member 

350NYC 

 

Cheryl Frank 

President 

ABC RGR Creation Collaborative 

 

Ellie Baron 

Lead Organizer  

Action Corps NYC 

 

George Povall 

Executive Director 

All Our Energy 

 

Andra Leimanis 

Communications and Outreach Director 

Alliance for a Green Economy 

 

David Krantz 

President 

Aytzim: Ecological Judaism 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Alan Bentz-Letts 

Chair 

Beloved Earth Community of The Riverside 

Church 

 

Justin Green 

Executive Director 

Big Reuse 

 

Ceci Pineda 

Executive Director 

BK ROT, Inc 

 

Chris Bolman 

Founder 

Brightest 

 

Jennifer Scarlott 

Coordinator 

Bronx Climate Justice North 

 

Wes Gillingham  

Associate Director  

Catskill Mountainkeeper 

 

Karenna Gore  

Director 

Center for Earth Ethics 

 

Rebecca M Bratspies  

Director  

Center for Urban Environmental Reform 

 

Heather Stanton  

Volunteer Team Coordinator  

Chemung County Mothers Out Front 



 

Mary Smith  

Communications Director  

Church Women United in New York State 

 

Laurie Husted  

Volunteer Chair, Mid Hudson Chapter 

Citizens' Climate Lobby - Mid Hudson 

North, NY 

 

Katie Rygg 

Co-Lead  

Citizens' Climate Lobby-Rochester 

 

Barbara Warren, RN, MS  

Executive Director  

Citizens' Environmental Coalition 

 

Lynn Meyer  

State-Level Organizer 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby NY 

 

Peter Wirth  

Founder  

Climate Change Awareness & Action 

 

Jason Mayer, Psy.D.  

Coordinator  

Climate Smart Gardiner 

 

Maura Stephens  

Co-founder  

Coalition to Protect New York 

 

Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph. D.  

President   

Coastal Research and Education Society of 

Long Island  

 

Katie Rygg  

Co-Lead  

Color Penfield Green 

 

 

Cheryl Frank  

President   

Color Brighton Green  

 

Peter Gamba  

Treasurer 

Committee to Preserve The Finger Lakes 

 

Robert Connors 

Board Member  

Community Advocates for a Sustainable 

Environment 

 

Daniel Taylor  

Co-Founder   

Concerned Residents of Oxford  

 

Jack Gorman  

President  

Critica 

 

Anthony Gronowicz  

Adjunct Full Professor  

CUNY Divest from Fossil Fuels 

 

Susan O'Handley  

Co-President  

Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society 

 

Mary C Morgan  

Co-Founder  

Drawdown East End 

 

Marie McRae  

Spokesperson  

Dryden Resource Awareness Coalition 

 

John Oppermann  

Executive Director  

Earth Day Initiative 

 

Amy Rosmarin  

Executive Director   

Earthkeeper Health Resources  



 

Michael Seidenberg   

President  

Eco Energy of NY 

 

Ken Gale  

Producer  

Eco-Logic, WBAI-FM 

 

Doug Couchon  

Co-Founder  

Elmirans and Friends Against Fracking 

 

Conor Bambrick  

Director of Climate Policy  

Environmental Advocates NY 

 

Jamie MaKinster  

Professor of Education, Director of ESSYI  

Environmental Studies Summer Youth 

Institute 

 

C Sandy Przybylak  

Vice-Chair 

Erie County Green Party 

 

Susan B. Steepy  

Environmental Justice Ministry 

First Unitarian Church of Rochester 

 

Eric Weltman  

Senior Organizer  

Food & Water Watch 

 

Diana Wright  

Owner  

Foodscraps360.com, LLC 

 

Irene Weiser  

Coordinator  

Fossil Free Tompkins 

 

 

 

Anna Kathawala  

Logistics Coordinator  

Fridays for Future NYC 

 

Sarah Gallagher  

President  

Friends of the East River Esplanade 

 

Yvonne Taylor   

Vice President   

Gas Free Seneca  

 

Jeff Mikkelson  

Co-Chair  

Grassroots Action NY 

 

Cheryl Frank  

Chair  

Greece Baptist Church Sustainability Team  

 

Mark A Dunlea  

Chair  

Green Education and Legal Fund 

 

Suzie Ross  

Chairperson  

Green Ossining 

 

Joseph Naham  

Chairperson  

Green Party of Nassau County 

 

Kate Morgan  

Office Manager 

Greenhorns 

 

Diane Brandli  

President  

GreeningUSA 

 

Robert S. DeLuca   

President   

Group for the East End  

 



Michael Heimbinder  

Executive Director  

HabitatMap 

 

William Garrett  

Chair 

Harlem Climate Caucus 

 

Manna Jo Greene  

Environmental Director  

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater 

 

Jennifer Geiger  

Steering Committee Member  

Indivisible Mohawk Valley 

 

Lisa Tyson  

Director  

Long Island Progressive Coalition 

 

Anahita Mazaheri  

Director  

Maza Bit LLC 

 

Neil Wahab  

Special Education Contractor  

NakitaSkye, LLC 

 

Guy Jacob  

Conservation Chair  

Nassau Hiking & Outdoor Club 

 

Marisa Guerrero  

Advocacy Coordinator/Program Assistant  

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

Jess Mullen  

Chairperson   

New Paltz Climate Action Coalition 

 

Tim Guinee  

NY Legislative Action Coordinator  

New York Climate Reality Chapters 

Coalition 

 

Jonathan Westin  

Executive Director   

New York Communities for Change 

 

Wyldon Fishman   

President   

New York Solar Energy Society  

 

Jeremy Markman  

Director of Strategic Campaigns and Special 

Projects  

New York State Nurses Association 

 

Liam Smith  

Co-Director of Government Affairs  

New York Youth Climate Leaders 

 

Michaela Ciovacco  

Program Coordinator  

New Yorkers for Clean Power 

 

Paul Tick  

Editor  

News from the Neighborhood 

 

Lisa Bloodgood  

Director of Advocacy and Education  

Newtown Creek Alliance 

 

Jerry Rivers  

Environmental Scientist  

North American Climate, Conservation, and 

Environment (NACCE) 

 

Jennifer Scarlott  

Coordinator  

North Bronx Racial Justice 

 

Ginger Storey-Welch  

Local Leader  

North Country 350 Alliance 

 

 



Mark Haubner  

Vice President  

North Fork Environmental Council 

 

Leyana Dessauer  

Program Associate  

North Star Fund 

 

Alice Slater  

UN Representative  

Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 

 

Kathryn Solomon  

Steering Committee Member  

NW Bronx Indivisible 

 

Ruth Foster  

Executive Director  

NY Climate Advocacy Project 

 

Bill Nowak 

Executive Director  

NY-GEO 

 

Matt Maline  

Director & Founder  

NYC H2O 

 

Ken Gale  

Founder  

NYC Safe Energy Campaign 

 

Natalie Polvere  

Environment Committee Co-Chair  

NYCD16 Indivisible 

 

Elizabeth Moran  

Environmental Policy Director  

NYPIRG 

 

Amy Wyant  

Executive Director  

Otsego County Conservation Association  

 

Diana Wright  

Petition Signing Committee  

PAUSE - People of Albany United for Safe 

Energy 

 

Emily Rubino  

Director of Policy and Outreach  

Peace Action New York State 

 

Wayne Stinson  

Action Committee Member  

Peacemakers of Schoharie County NY 

 

Doug Couchon  

Co-Founder  

People for a Healthy Environment 

 

Laurel Tumarkin  

Organizer  

People’s Climate Movement - NY 

 

Peter Hudiburg  

Founder 

Plymouth Friends for Clean Water 

 

Aaron Sebright  

Co-Facilitator  

Pratt Disaster Resilience Network 

 

Claire Deroche  

Public Issues Committee Chair  

Long Island Council of Churches 

 

B. R. Lemonik  

Lead  

Putnam Progressives 

 

Meredith Faltin  

Organizer  

Queens Climate Project 

 

Gordian Raacke  

Executive Director  

Renewable Energy Long Island 



 

Gerri Wiley  

Facilitator  

Residents Allied for the Future of Tioga 

(RAFT) 

 

Elliott Rabin  

Organizer  

Riverdale Jewish Earth Alliance 

 

Catherine Rieley-Goddard  

Pastor  

Riverside Salem UCC/DoC 

 

Christopher Dolgos  

Adult Coach  

Rochester Youth Climate Leaders (RYCL) 

 

Susan Freiman  

Founder  

Rockland Goes Green 

 

Tomara Aldrich  

Steering Committee Member 

Rockland United 

 

Norman Solomon  

National Director  

RootsAction.org 

 

Kim A. Fraczek  

Director  

Sane Energy Project 

 

Gail Musante  

Official Signer  

Sanford-Oquaga Area Concerned Citizens (S-

OACC) 

 

Enrico Nardone  

Executive Director  

Seatuck Environmental Association 

 

 

Joseph Campbell   

President   

Seneca Lake Guardian  

 

Merton Simpson  

Co-Chair  

Sheridan Hollow Alliance for Renewable 

Energy 

 

Roger Downs  

Conservation Director  

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter 

 

Teresa Kotturan  

Main NGO Representative at the UN  

Sisters of Charity Federation 

 

Sister Karen Burke  

Sustainability Department Coordinator  

Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood NY 

 

Phyllis Tierney 

Coordinator, SSJ Justice & Peace Office 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester 

 

Jen Chantrtanapichate  

Program Director  

Sixth Street Community Center 

 

William Reinhardt  

Director  

Solarize Albany 

 

Doug Bullock  

Founding Member  

Solidarity Committee, Capital District 

 

Avni Pravin  

Program Manager  

Solstice Initiative 

 

 

 

 



Cindy Liang   

Communication Director   

South Asian Fund For Education, 

Scholarship and Training (SAFEST) 

 

Brien Weiner  

President  

South Shore Audubon Society 

 

Rev. Dr. Hermon L. Darden  

Pastor  

St. Stephen's United Methodist Church, 

Bronx 

 

Jasi Robinson  

Executive Member   

Staten Island Democratic Association  

 

Becky Meier  

Co-Founder  

Stop NY Fracked Gas Pipeline 

 

Paula Clair  

Co-Founder  

Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion 

(SAPE) 

 

Bill Kish  

Communications Director  

Stopcricketvalley.org 

 

Linda Reik  

Board of Directors 

Sullivan Alliance for Sustainable 

Development 

 

Hope Finazzo  

Rockville Centre Hub Leader 

Sunrise Movement  

 

Caitlyn Carpenter  

Hub Co-Coordinator  

Sunrise Westchester 

 

Daniel Lipson  

Co-chair  

SUNY New Paltz Environmental Task Force 

 

Katelyn Kriesel  

President  

Sustainable Economies Alliance 

 

Gay Nicholson  

President  

Sustainable Tompkins, Inc. 

 

Mary Makofske  

Communications Coordinator  

Sustainable Warwick 

 

Tim Guinee  

Director  

The Climate Actors 

 

Laura Faulk  

Chapter Chair  

The Climate Reality Project:  Capital Region, 

NY Chapter 

 

Xavier Morales  

Executive Director  

The Praxis Project 

 

Bill Kish  

Organizer  

TIAA-Divest! from Climate Destruction 

 

Katherine Collett  

Chair of Kirkland Democratic Committee  

Town of Kirkland Democratic Committee 

 

Jamaal Bowman  

Congressman-elect, NYCD-16  

U.S. Congress 

 

Amy Kletter   

Chair Environment Committee  

Ulster Activists (U-Act) 



Dan Spilman  

Engineer  

UNCAGED 

 

Philip Rose  

Steering Committee Member  

United Climate Action Network (UCAN) 

 

Fred Kowal  

Statewide President  

United University Professions 

 

Daniel Plaat  

Secretary   

Upper Hudson Green Party  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wes Ernsberger  

Committee Chair  

UU Congregation of Binghamton, Green 

Sanctuary 

 

Lale Davidson  

Chair  

UU of Saratoga Springs Social Justice 

Committee 

 

Nada Khader  

Executive Director  

WESPAC Foundation, Inc. 

 

Susan Van Dolsen  

Co-organizer  

Westchester for Change 

 

Bob Rossi  

Executive Director  

New York Sustainable Business Council

 

 

 


