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NYPIRG ANALYSIS OF NEW YORK VOTING TRENDS SHOWS HUGE DROP-OFF IN NEW YORK CITY VOTING IN 
GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIONS 

 

WILL CITY VOTERS SHOW UP TOMORROW? 
 

(New York)  New York City voters “tune out” of non-Presidential elections, that’s according to a new analysis of 
voting trends issued today by the New York Public Interest Research Group (NYPIRG). According to NYPIRG’s 
review of State Board of Elections data, in elections held in even-numbered years, a smaller percentage of New 
York City voters participate than their enrollment statistics would expect.   
 
However, in Presidential years, New York City voters are closing the gap, in years when the governor is elected, 
the opposite is true.  As seen below, more than one third of all votes cast in Presidential elections are cast by 
New York City voters, in gubernatorial elections, that percentage shrinks to under 30 percent, and that 
percentage is dwindling over recent elections. 
  

VOTERS WHO CAST BALLOTS FOR HIGHEST OFFICE, STATEWIDE AND NEW YORK CITY, 2006-2016 

Year Total Statewide Voted Total NYC Voted NYC% of Total 

2016 7,801,985 2,759,923 35.4% 

2014 3,924,990 1,035,932 26.4% 

2012 7,135,322 2,474,195 34.7% 

2010 4,769,741 1,409,598 29.6% 

2008 7,722,019 2,641,970 34.2% 

2006 4,697,867 1,349,491 28.7% 
 

However, the percentage of New York City residents who are registered to vote is nearly 40 percent, higher than 
turnout, and significantly higher than the turnout in gubernatorial elections. 
 

NEW YORKERS REGISTERED TO VOTE, STATEWIDE AND NEW YORK CITY, 2006-2016 

Year Total Statewide Enrolled Total NYC Enrolled NYC% of Total 

2016 11,476,433 4,477,091 39% 

2014 10,827,434 4,160,000 38.4% 

2012 10,974,236 4,224,811 38.5% 

2010 10,680,536 4,081,567 38.2% 

2008 10,816,500 4,119,923 38.1% 

2006 10,236,727 3,801,922 37.1% 
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According to NYPIRG, if New York City voters went to the polls at rates consistent with their voter enrollment 
percentages, hundreds of thousands of additional New York City votes would have been cast.     
 
In a representative democracy, voting is power.  New York City’s weak voting rates, in a state which has a dismal 
national ranking as well, further diminishes the power of City voters and likely weakens its clout over policy 
decisions in Albany. 
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